Preface

Message from Managing Editor

In October 2024, the Shinkansen celebrated its 60" anniversary. To
mark this occasion, this issue presents two articles focusing par-
ticularly on recent technological challenges in the Shinkansen.
We hope these articles will help you appreciate how the
Shinkansen has continuously evolved in response to soci-
etal and environmental changes, as well as technological
advancements. Additionally, they highlight the significant
technical contributions of RTRI with its unique and excep-
tional facilities and numerical simulation techniques.

(Photo: in front of the 951 Series Shinkansen test train, manu-
factured in 1969, which achieved a speed of 286 km/h in a running
testin 1972, setting the world railway speed record at that time.)
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