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Trend and Future Outlook on Research and Development Activities relating to Train Operation Management and

Transport Planning & Marketing
Kunihiro KAWASAKI

The environment surrounding railways is undergoing major changes due to the declining birthrate and aging so-
ciety, the intensification of meteorological disasters, and further reduction of CO,. The expansion of COVID-19,
which began in 2020, has had a major impact on the railway business, and we are urgently required to respond to
the drastic changes in the needs for mobility in the society. Until now, the Signal and Transport Information Tech-
nology Division has focused on research and development to further improve the safety and convenience of train
operations and to reduce the cost and burden of operations related to train operation management. We must proceed
with research and development in anticipation of the convergence of COVID-19, such as by speeding up our R&D.
This paper introduces the purpose and goals of the R & D that carried out in FY2020, focusing on the R & D sub-
jects that the Transport Operation Systems Lab. and the Transport Planning and Marketing Lab. are working on. In
addition, the concept and policy of research and development for responding after COVID-19 subsided is described.
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