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Recent Activities for Research and Development of Vehicle Technology

Makoto ISHIGE

RTRI is conducting R & D with the aim of improving railway safety, reducing maintenance costs, and improv-

ing convenience by speed-up. For safety, approximately half of the total R & D themes in the vehicle field are

being conducted, mainly focusing on research on running safety evaluation methods such as flange climb derail-

ment and crashworthiness evaluation. To improve convenience, we are conducting research and development on

improving ride comfort by reducing vibration and tilting technology and noise reduction. This paper introduces

the current status of the research and development of the Vehicle Structure Technology Division, the status of ef-

forts on crashworthiness evaluation, and the efforts on improving ride comfort.
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