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Recent Research and Development Activities of Track Technology

Katsumi MURAMOTO

RTRI is currently focusing to efforts on the following three R&D tasks to realize the sustainable railway lines.

(1) Development of the track technology for the regional railway: RTRI is developing a track improvement

method that requires less cost than the conventional method, in order to drastically improve the LCC of the

regional railway within the allowable range of public economic support to the railway service.

(2) R&D of the maintenance and management of the rails: Especially, with regard to rail corrugation, RTRI will

propose a fundamental countermeasure method based on the generating mechanism within several years.

(3) R&D aims at the labor-saving and the automation of the track maintenance: Because the decrease of the

experienced engineers and the labor shortage has become obvious recently, RTRI will promote basic and ap-

plied R&D on the utilization of the information and communication technology for track maintenance.
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